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A new college-level certificate to support expertise in advanced therapies 
 

Montréal, March 12, 2026 – Developed in collaboration with Pharmabio Développement, 

the sectoral committee for the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries, and with 

funding from the Commission des partenaires du marché du travail (CPMT), Cégep 

Gérald‑Godin and John Abbott College are expanding their offerings with a new college‑level 

certificate in Biomanufacturing of Advanced Therapies. 

This 60-hour training program offers updated content and relies on state-of-the-art 

equipment to quickly train qualified personnel capable of working in regulated production 

environments related to advanced therapies.  

“This new certification reflects our commitment to providing specialized training aligned 

with the evolving needs of the industry. It directly supports the development of a highly 

skilled and sought‑after workforce while contributing to the growth of the 

biopharmaceutical sector in the West Island,” explains Véronique Hardy, Director of 

Continuing Education and Corporate Services at Cégep Gérald-Godin. 

Offered in French by Cégep Gérald‑Godin and in English by John Abbott College, this course 

ensures linguistic coverage tailored to the realities of the region’s biopharmaceutical and 

biotechnology companies. 

“Building a skilled biomanufacturing workforce is vital to Greater Montreal’s economic 

growth. Our Advanced Therapies Certificate meets the industry’s urgent need for talent—

especially in aseptic techniques—by combining academic expertise with real-world 

operational demands. Together with Cégep Gérald-Godin, we’re delivering practical, 

industry-aligned training that strengthens Montreal’s life sciences ecosystem and supports 

Québec’s biomanufacturing future," adds Sylvie Boucher, Business Outreach Manager at the 

Centre for Continuing Education at John Abbott College 

In addition, employees working in the pharmaceutical sector may be eligible for a wage 

subsidy offered by the Commission des partenaires du marché du travail (CPMT), allowing 

for the reimbursement of a portion of wages during training, leading to a college 

certification recognized by Québec’s Ministry of Higher Education. This measure provides a 

concrete lever to accelerate workforce upskilling while minimizing financial impact on 

organizations. 

We invite companies in related sectors to recommend employees for registration and to 

share the information within their teams. 



 

The cohort begins on April 8 at Gérald-Godin and April 15 at John Abbott College.  

To register for the French-language course at Cégep Gérald-Godin, click here. To register for 

the English-language course at John Abbott College, click here.   

About Pharmabio Développement 

Pharmabio Développement is the sectoral workforce committee for the pharmaceutical and 

biotechnology industries. Its mission is to support workforce skills development and 

recognition by fostering collaboration among employers, educational institutions, and 

industry partners. Through its initiatives and partnerships, Pharmabio Développement 

actively contributes to ensuring the availability of a qualified workforce essential for the 

growth and innovation of the sector. 

About Continuing Education and Corporate Services at Cégep Gérald‑Godin 

Cégep Gérald‑Godin is the first and only public French‑language cégep in Montréal’s West 

Island. Its Continuing Education department offers 15 Attestations d’études collégiales 

(AECs) in diverse fields such as information technology, office administration, accounting, 

human resources, early childhood education, security, quality assurance, and 

pharmaceutical production. These programs are developed in line with labour‑market 

needs. The department also offers non‑credit training, professional development courses, 

francization, and prior learning and competency recognition services. Each year, more than 

500 students—most of whom come from diverse cultural communities—enroll in 

Continuing Education at Cégep Gérald‑Godin. 

About John Abbott College 

John Abbott College is a public Anglophone college serving students since 1971. Today, the 

increasingly diverse student body includes more than 6500 fulltime day students and an 

additional 2000 continuing education students. John Abbott is situated on the western tip of 

the Island of Montreal. The Centre for Continuing Education develops and delivers 

high-quality, hands-on training for adult learners. Our programs teach in-demand skills and 

prepare students to apply their knowledge directly in the workplace, helping them integrate 

quickly into Québec’s labour market. 
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